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CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 12525 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ASEAN, EGEN 

SUBJECT: US/ASEAN MINISTERIAL - ECONOMIC OFFICERS MEETING 

1 . DURING CURRENT (JULY 21-22) MEETING OF ASEAN ECONOMIC 
OFFICERS IN MANILA TO PREPARE FOR ASEAN POSITIONS ON 
ECONOMIC SUBJECTS AT US/ASEAN MINISTERIAL, THAI DELEGATION 
HAS BEEN UNUSUALLY OUTSPOKEN AND DIRECT. LED BY ITS 
ECONOMIC OFFICIALS, THAI DELEGATION OBJECTED TO HAVING 
CONGRESSIONAL MEETINGS BEFORE THE MINISTERIAL ("SHOULD 
BE AFTERWARDS") AND THE ORDER OF THE ECONOMIC SUBJECTS 
ON THE AGENDA. 

2. PHIL CHAIRMAN FIRMLY PUT DOWN THAI OBJECTIONS, WITH 
SUPPORT OF OTHER DELEGATIONS. THAIS APPEAR ALONE, WITH 
OTHERS SEEKING TO HUMOR THEM. PHILS PROFESS IGNORANCE 
OF MOTIVES BEHIND THAI BEHAVIOR. MURPHY 
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